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Industry Certifications Give Youth Real-World Experiences

Daytona Juvenile Residential Facility, in a collaborative partnership with Govsphere, the National Center for
Construction and Education and Research (NCCER), and Tallahassee State College, has come together to
focus on educating youth and providing onsite instruction that leads to industry certifications.

Six youth recently graduated and earned the industry-recognized NCCER Core certification, which serves

as the introductory credential for careers in construction and skilled trades. Developed by the NCCER, this
certification covers essential topics such as safety, construction math, hand and power tools, communication,
and employability skills—preparing youth for entry-level employment and further training in specialized
trades.

In addition to NCCER Core, the youth engaged in pre-apprenticeships and participated in a “Shark Tank”
simulation where they pitched their company idea and went through the process of getting investors to invest
in their business. This learning experience taught youth many skills that can be applied to the next steps in
their careers such as public speaking, finances, and understanding of business operations.

Rite of Passage staff, community business leaders & Florida DJJ Directors were on site to congratulate all
youth that participated in the apprenticeship and completed their certifications, marking the next steps to a
tulfilling career.



